AMADINDA

“They are among the most dazzling percussionisismgight hear this side of Bali.”
(The Guardian)

Formed in 1984, Amadinda will be celebrating th&@" anniversary next spring. The group’s
members — Zoltan Racz, Zoltan Vaczi, Karoly Bojtwal Holl6 Aurél — are all graduates of the Ferenc
Liszt Academy of Music. At the time of its formatiothe group set itself two core objectives. On one
hand they desired to present a repertoire of dassicussion music hitherto unperformed in Hungary,
while on the other they aimed to introduce the psson pieces of Hungarian composers to audiences
both at home and abroad. From the very beginnimgadinda have endeavoured to inspire domestic and
foreign composers alike to create new works. Ongheffirst significant fruits of such labours was
Village Burial with Fire. Composed by Englishmalames Woodfor Amadinda’s 1989 tour of the UK,
the piece was premiered at the Queen Elizabethd#iallondon’s South Bank. In 1991ohn Cage the
emblematic composer of the second half of th2 &shtury, wrote the work entitigebur? for Amadinda
and dedicated the composition to the group’s mesliiewas premiered imokyo in 1992.

In the second half of the 1990s, three new andndiste goals appeared in Amadinda’s work —
the research into traditional percussion cultuties,composition of new music by the members of the
group, and the performance of pieces originatinganlier periods of musical history that had been
adapted for percussion instruments. The resultthe@gnrichment of Amadinda’s repertoire not onlyhwi
traditional music from four continents, but alsalwiZoltan Vaczi and Aurél Holl0’s nine-piece cycle
beFORe JOHNand the adapted works of Ravel, Debussy, Muskgrd3artok, Gershwin and other
esteemed composers.

This unique repertoire has won Amadinda a raptun@eeption for 30 years in 33 countries on 4
continents. The group has played the most pressgomncert halls of Europe, Asia, Australia, theAUS
and Mexico, including the Berliner Philharmonieg Wiener Konzerthaus, the Stockholm Konserthuset,
the Royal Albert Hall and the Queen Elizabeth Hiatindon), the Arsenal (Metz), the National Concert
Hall (Taipei), City Hall (Hong Kong), the Eugene @&sens Hall (Sydney), the Meyerson Symphony
Center (Dallas) and Carnegie Hall (New York).

One of the highlights of the group’s career sonas the premiere in France of a work®yorgy
Ligeti that had been composed at the request of the &r&amcert Hall of Metz. An accompaniment to
the poems of Sandor Wedr&ippal, dobbal, nadihegddel was written especially for mezzo soprano
Katalin Karolyi and Amadinda. A recording of theepe was released by Teldec in 2002.

The works ofSteve Reich one of the most renowned and influential composéthe second half
of the 28" century, have played a particularly important ialdmadinda’s repertoire. One of the fruits of
the relationship between the composer and the grohjch has spanned almost two decadeb)aliet
Quartet which was composed by Reich to celebrate tHeaiversary of Amadinda’s formation. The
piece was premiered in December 2009 at the PajécArts in Budapest with the composer in
attendance.

The music of Amadinda features on more than thilttyyms. Perhaps their most prominent release
to date is the nearly twenty-year labour of loveiohhis the six-disc series of the complete works fo
percussion instruments of John Cage.

Over the years, Amadinda have been presented vatly rawards and accolades. In 1985 — their
very first year — they won first prize at tlinternational Gaudeamus Competition for Interpsetef
Contemporary Music in Rotterdam. In the followingays the group was awarded the Liszt Prize (1988),



the Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit of the ifjarian Republic (1997), the Kossuth Prize (200%,
City of Budapest Pro Urbe Award (2006), and thet@aPasztory Prize (2008).

In the last thirty years Amadinda have worked wstich well-known artists as Zoltan Kocsis,
Andras Schiff, Eva Marton, Gyorgy Kurtag, Péter &t Gabor Presser, Andras Keller, Paul Hillier,
Rivka Golani and James Wood. Collaboration withhsnames has greatly contributed to the fact that

informed international opinion holds Amadinda to bee of the most original and multifaceted
percussion groups in the world.

www.amadinda.com



